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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A flexible chain guide for guiding a length of a 
chain that extends between spaced-apart sprockets and has chain links engageable 
with teeth on the sprockets, said flexible chain guide comprising: 

a U-shaped body, said U-shaped body including a mounting bar having an outer 
end portion and an inner end portion, and an elongated flexible, resilient spring leaf 
having a fixed end integral with said inner end portion and an unattached free end[[,]]i 
and 

a flexible, resilient, generally U-shaped metal reinforcing strip lining said U- 
shaped body, said reinforcing strip bearing against said soring leaf and against said 
inner end portion of said mounting bar to reinforce and back up said soring leaf when 
said spring leaf bears against the length of the chain, 

wherein said spring leaf being is,adapted to extend lengthwise along one side of 
the length of chain and to bear against and guide the length of chain to damp vibration. 

2. (Currently Amended) The flexible chain guide of claim 1, wherein 
said s pring l oaf ic attached to a mount i ng bar, ond said mounting bar and said spring 
leaf are of integral, one-piece construction and made of a plastic material. 
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3. (Original) The flexible chain guide of claim 2, wherein said plastic 
material is Nylon. 

4. - 6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) A chain and sprocket system, comprising: 
a rotatable drive sprocket having drive sprocket teeth, 

a rotatable driven sprocket spaced from said drive sprocket and having driven 
sprocket teeth, 

an endless chain for transmitting rotatation of said drive sprocket to the driven 
sprocket, said chain extending over said sprockets and having chain links engaging the 
teeth on said sprockets, 

said chain having first and second chain sections extending between said 
sprockets, one of said chain section constituting a tension side of said chain and the 
other of said chain sections constituting a slack side of said chain depending on the 
direction of rotation of said sprockets, and 

a chain guide for the slack side of the chain, 

said chain guide including a U-shaped body having a fixed mounting bar[[,]] 
having an outer end portion and an inner end portion, and an elongated flexible, resilient 
spring leaf having one end attached to and integral with s aid inner end portion of said 
mounting bar and an unattached free end, and a flexible, resilient, generally U-shaped 
metal reinforcing strip lining said U-shaped body, said reinforcing strip bearing against 
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said spring leaf and against said inner end portion of said mounting bar to reinforce and 
back up said spring leaf when said soring leaf bears against a length of the chain, 

wherein s aid spring leaf e xt e nding extends lengthwise along the slack side of the 
chain and beaF i n g bears against the slack side of the chain to damp vibration. 

8. (Original) The chain and sprocket system of claim 7, wherein said 
spring leaf is flexed from its natural, free-state condition into pressure engagement with 
the slack side of the chain, 

9. (Currently Amended) The chain and sprocket system of claim 8, 
wherein said body including the mounting bar and said spring leaf, is of i nt e gral, one- 
piece construction and made of a plastic material. 

10. (Original) The chain and sprocket system of claim 9 f wherein said 
plastic material is Nylon. 

11. (Currently Amended) The chain and sprocket system of claim 10, 
wh e r ei n s aid mounting bar h as an inn e r e nd port i on a nd an outer en d portior> r sa id -4 nn e r 
e nd portion of said bar extending alongs i do sa i d - spring leaf in spaced re Ja tioivth eFe to 
and coop e rating with sa i d - spring -l eaf to d e fin e a genera ll y U shaped recess, and a 
f le xib le , resilient genera l ly U - shaped meta l re i nforcing o trip l ining ooid rooooo and 
b ea ring against said spring l e af and against th e i nner end portion of said bar to roinforco 
and back up and m a int ai n said spr i ng le af in pr e ssur e e ngag e m e nt with the slack side 
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of soid chain, and further comprising f asteners that s ecurely anchoring anchor s aid 
inner and outer end portions of said bar. 
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